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The Prelude: Variations on the Chorale: Christ, Thou Art My Life
Johann Pachelbel

The people stand at the entrance of the clergy.
Celebrant:
Alleluia. Christ is risen.

People:
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.     

Hymn 430
Abbot’s Leigh (Cyril V. Taylor)
God is Love, let heaven adore him;



God is Love, let earth rejoice;




let creation sing before him 




and exalt him with one voice.


 

God who laid the earth’s foundation,



God who spread the heavens above,



God who breathes through all creation:



God is Love, eternal Love.




God is Love; and love enfolds us,

all the world in one embrace:

with unfailing grasp God holds us,

every child of every race.

And when human hearts are breaking

under sorrow’s iron rod,

then we find that selfsame aching

deep within the heart of God.

God is Love; and though with blindness

sin afflicts all human life,

God’s eternal lovingkindness

guides us through our earthly strife.

Sin and death and hell shall never 

o’er us final triumph gain;

God is Love, so Love forever

o’er the universe must reign.
Timothy Rees

Celebrant: 

We have gathered today 

to acknowledge the love 

which has brought Mark and Michael together 

as being from God 

and to ask God’s blessing upon them 

as they live together in company with each other.       

I ask you now to pray for them; 

and not just to pray today 

or only in this place 

but to pray in your hearts continually 

and over the years.

Addressing Mark and Michael:

We rejoice and share this occasion with you.
Pray that God will uphold and cheer your life together,

that your promises be honored,

your words true, 

now and in years to come.

What declaration do you make today?     

Mark and Michael, in turn:
I declare my love for N., 

and wish to affirm my commitment to him,

today and to the end of my life.   

Celebrant: 
Will you,

whom Mark and Michael have chosen as their witnesses,

do all in your power to support and strengthen them in the days ahead?     

People:
We will.
Celebrant:

Eternal God, creator and sustainer of us all, give your grace to Mark and Michael.  Grant that in the years to come they may be faithful to the vows they make this day, and that in the strength of the Holy Spirit they may grow together in the love, joy and peace of our Savior Jesus Christ.     

People:
Amen.
The Word of God
Celebrant:
The Lord be with you.

People:
And also with you.

Celebrant:
Let us pray.     

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.     

People: 
Amen.
The people sit.
The First Lesson
Song of Solomon 2: 10-13, 8: 6-7     

A Reading from the Song of Solomon:     

My beloved speaks and says to me: “Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away; for now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone.  The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.  The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance.  Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.

“Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; for love is strong as death, passion fierce as the grave.  Its flashes are flashes of fire, a raging flame.  Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it. If one offered for love all the wealth of his house, it would be utterly scorned.”     

Reader:
The Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 133
Ecce, quam bonum!
The people say in unison:
1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is 
         

  
when brethren live together in unity!          
2 It is like fine oil upon the head 
  

that runs down the beard,     

         

3 Upon the beard of Aaron,


   
and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 



4  It is like the dew of Hermon

that falls upon the hills of Zion.     

5  For there the Lord has ordained the blessing:

life for evermore.

The Second Lesson
I John 2: 7-11     

A Reading from the First Letter of John:     

Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you have had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word that you have heard.  Yet I am writing you a new commandment, that is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining.  Whoever says, “I am in the light,” while hating a brother or sister, is still in the darkness. Whoever loves a brother or sister lives in the light, and in such a person there is no cause for stumbling.  But whoever hates another is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and does not know the way to go, because the darkness has brought on blindness.
Reader:
The Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel
Matthew 5: 1-10
The people stand for the reading of the Gospel.
Gospeler:
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People:
Glory to you, Lord Christ.     

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.  Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they will be filled.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Gospeler:
The Gospel of the Lord.

People:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

An Affirmation of Commitment     

Mark and Michael each repeat the following:
N., I affirm my commitment to you,

to be with you

whatever happens to us.

All that I have I offer to you;

what you have to give I gladly receive.

You are my love.

God keep me true to you always 

and you to me.

Celebrant: 
Christ, our Light, encircle these rings with your blessing,

rings to show the love between Mark and Michael.

Bind them together to keep them in your love eternally.     

The giver places the ring on the other’s hand and says:

This ring is a token of my faithfulness and love, 

and a symbol that all I have I share with you.  

Let this ring symbolize our one life together.
The Prayers of the People
The people stand for the prayers.
Leader:
Let us pray to God, the merciful lover of humankind.

People:
Loving God, hear our prayer.     

Leader:
For the peace from above, for the lovingkindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, we pray to you, O God.

People:
Loving God, hear our prayer.     

Leader:
For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy church of God, and for the unity of all people, we pray to you, O God.

People:
Loving God, hear our prayer.  
Leader:
For the leaders of the nations, for the justices of the courts, and for the members of the legislative bodies and all in authority; that a spirit of respect, forbearance and equal justice for all may increase among us, we pray to you, O God.

People:
Loving God, hear our prayer.     

Leader:
For the poor, the persecuted and the sick; for refugees and prisoners; for children who endure hunger and abuse;  for those persecuted because of sexual orientation; and for all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, 

we pray to you, O God.

People:
Loving God, hear our prayer.     

Leader:
For those who abuse and oppress others; for those who are blind to bigotry; for those who misuse their power to harm others; and for those who live in darkness; that they may see the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O God. 

People:
Loving God, hear our prayer.

Leader:
For Mark and Michael: that they may be blessed with strength, loyalty and courage, and empowered to honor the commitment they make today, we pray to you, O God.

People:
Loving God, hear our prayer.     

Leader:
That their life together may be a constant witness to your love in the world, we pray to you, O God.

People:
Loving God, hear our prayer.     

Leader:
For Trista and Joshua, and that children everywhere may be taught with calm strength and patient wisdom to love what is just and true and good, we pray to you, O God.

People:
Loving God, hear our prayer.     

Leader:
For Benjamin and Hazel, for Clifford and Wilma, for all who have died in the communion of your Church, and for those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all your saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O God. 

People:
Loving God, hear our prayer.     

Celebrant: 
God of peace, your love is generous,

and reaches out to hold us all in your embrace.

Fill our hearts with tenderness

for those to whom we are linked today.

Give us sympathy with each other’s trials;

give us patience with each other’s faults;

that we may grow in the likeness of Jesus

and share in the joy of your kingdom.

People:
Amen.

The people remain standing.  Mark and Michael kneel.
Celebrant:


Holy creator Spirit,

you made us and you change us.

Let your loving wisdom work with Mark and Michael,

deepening and developing their desire,

molding and freeing their generosity.

May they achieve stabilityand sweetness in their daily lives 
until their lives shall end.

May they train, support and inspire the children

with whom you entrust them

to enjoy your blessing and serve your world.

Celebrant and people:

Holy Spirit of God,

you know our strength

and for our frailty you have compassion.

Be with Mark and Michael 

in all they undertake.

And grant that we their friends,

with all who become their friends,

may sense and understand their needs 

and help as opportunity demands.
Celebrant:  


May the Creator bless and keep you;

may the beloved companion face you and have mercy on you;

may the eternal Spirit’s countenance be turned to you 

and give you peace.  

AMEN.
Celebrant:
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People:
And also with you.

Then the clergy and people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.
Hymn 446
The Call (Ralph Vaughan Williams)

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life:



such a way as gives us breath:

 

such a truth as ends all strife;


 

such a life as killeth death.


Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength;

such a light as shows a feast;

such a feast as mends in length;
such a strength as makes his guest.

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart;

such a joy as none can move;

such a love as none can part;

such a heart as joys in love.
George Herbert


The Holy Communion     

The people remain standing. 
Celebrant:
The Lord be with you.

People:
And also with you.

Celebrant:
Lift up your hearts.

People:
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant:

We praise you and we bless you, 

holy and gracious God, 

source of life abundant.  

From before time you made ready the creation.  

Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: 

sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; 

and every living thing.  

You made us in your image, male and female, 

and taught us to walk in your ways.  

But we rebelled against you and wandered far away; 

and yet, as a mother cares for her children, 

you would not forget us.  

Time and again you called us to live in the fulness of your love.      

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels 

in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 

lifting our voices to magnify you as we say:     

Celebrant and people:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory,

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.      

The Celebrant continues:
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.  

To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, 

you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, 

that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.  

Living among us, Jesus loved us.  

He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, 

healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.  

He yearned to draw all the world to himself, 

yet we were heedless to his call to walk in love.  

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross 

the sacrifice of his life and to be glorified by you.     

On the night before he died for us, 

Jesus was at table with his friends.  

He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.  

Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, 

and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, 

we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  

Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, 

the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.   

In the fulness of time bring us with all your saints, 

from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet 

prepared from the foundation of the world.      

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

to you be honor, glory and praise, for ever and ever.  
AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say  

People and Celebrant:

Our Father, 

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

  
thy will be done, 

 
    
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

     
as we forgive those 

     
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

     
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, 

     
and the power, 

     
and the glory, 

     
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept.     

Celebrant:
Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People:
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.     

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation:     

The Gifts of God for the People of God.     
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, 

and then immediately deliver it to the people.
All baptized Christians are invited to receive the Sacrament
.
Hymn 407
Now (Carl Schalk)

Now the silence 

         

Now the peace 


         

Now the empty hands uplifted 
         

Now the kneeling 

         

Now the plea 


         

Now the Father’s arms in welcome       

Now the hearing 

         

Now the power 


         

Now the vessel brimmed for pouring    

Now the Body 


         

Now the Blood

Now the joyful celebration

Now the wedding

Now the songs

Now the heart forgiven leaping

Now the Spirit’s visitation

Now the Son’s epiphany

Now the Father’s blessing

Now

Now

Now



Jaroslav J. Vajda
The Post Communion Prayer
The people stand as the Celebrant says: 
Let us pray.
Celebrant and people:

Gracious and living God, you have made us one in the body of Christ, 

and nourished us at your table with holy food and drink.  

Now send us forth to be your people in the world.  

Grant us strength to persevere in resisting evil, 

and to proclaim in all we say and do your Good News in Christ Jesus our Savior.  Amen.

The Blessing
The Dismissal

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.

People:
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.

The Postlude: Offertorio
Domenico Zipoli
A reception follows in the Gordh Room, adjoining the Meditation Chapel.
About this liturgy
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